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2018 WINS

CLIMATE
“All of the major battles of social progress, such as allowing  

women to vote, were made possible because people got involved 
and decided they would no longer stand for business as usual.  
The public knew it was time for a change, and they made sure  
their legislators knew, too. Nowadays, climate change is at the  

very top of the polls, and it’s up to every one of us to tell  
our elected and business leaders what we want.”  

DAVID SUZUKI

What a year! It was a challenging one, 
but thanks to you we had many suc-
cesses along the way. We also celebrated 
the 10th anniversary of our Montreal 
office — a decade of effectively commu-
nicating in both official languages and 
expanding our reach across Canada.

Our strength, credibility, longevity, 
public engagement accomplishments, 
policy successes — our very existence — 
are all because of you.

This report highlights just a few of the 
many achievements you helped make 
possible in 2018.

You helped us push for a federal price 
on carbon pollution and for the world’s 
first national regulations on methane 
emissions. You’re fuelling Canada’s 
renewable energy revolution.

You’re showing communities the 
benefits of building nature into their 
municipal development plans, because 

protecting ecosystems costs less and 
often does a better job at absorbing 
carbon, cooling cities and preventing 
floods than human-built systems.

You’re raising international awareness 
about ocean health and the plight of 
threatened orcas, caribou and pollina-
tors such as monarch butterflies. You 
helped secure a phase-out of bee-killing 
neonicotinoid pesticides.

You’re launching the next generation 
of environmental leaders through the 
David Suzuki Fellowships.

You’re promoting everyone in Canada’s 
legal right to breathe clean air, drink 
safe water and eat food free of toxic 
chemicals.

These are your wins.

Thank you again for your enduring 
support. Together, we’re working 
toward protecting nature’s diversity 
and the well-being of all life, now and 

for the future, and helping everyone 
in Canada act every day on the under-
standing that we are one with nature.

I look forward to continuing to work 
together in 2019.

In partnership,

Stephen Cornish, CEO

THANK YOU
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GETTING CANADA CHARGED UP ON CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
Climate change is a collective threat, but we can all be a part 
of the solution to meet Canada’s climate targets.

THE WORLD’S FIRST NATIONAL METHANE REGULATIONS
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, and capturing fugitive 
methane emissions is one of the easiest, most affordable and 
effective ways for industry to shrink its carbon footprint.

With your support, we began investigating this issue in 
partnership with St. Francis Xavier University in 2015. Our 
groundbreaking research — showing actual fugitive meth-
ane emissions in B.C.’s oil and gas sector are 2.5 times higher 
than reported — was released on the heels of the federal 
government’s announcement in April of regulations to con-
trol fugitive methane emissions in the oil and gas sector 
(Canada’s largest polluter) — the first in the world!

This research was also used to convince the B.C. govern-
ment to follow the federal government’s lead and develop 
and implement its own methane regulations, which were 
released in December.

The national regulations could be undermined if the federal 
government allows provinces to adopt weak regulations.

Thanks to you, we’re continuing to advocate for methane 
regulations throughout the country and making it easy for 

people to let government decision-makers know they want 
strong regulations in every province.

DECARBONIZING THE ECONOMY
Climate scientists and economists agree: Carbon pric-
ing is the most effective tool to help transition to a 
low-carbon economy. It lowers carbon pollution at the 
least cost to society, makes renewable energy more 
affordable, and helps ensure polluters address the prob-
lem at its source.

Thanks to you, we supported the federal government’s 
decision to commit to a countrywide price on carbon. 
When Saskatchewan and Ontario challenged the law, 
we filed for intervener status in the provincial courts of 
appeal and spotlighted the issue in the media. With our 
legal team at Ecojustice, we’re providing evidence that 
climate change is a national emergency that merits a 
national response.

We’re also helping the City of Montreal develop a plan 
to achieve its carbon-neutral goals. We continue to help 
other municipalities — from Vancouver to Regina and 
more — adopt strong renewable city strategies. And 
we’re pushing for urgent climate action in the lead-up to 
the October federal election.

HEALTHIER TRANSPORTATION
Transportation is Canada’s second-highest source of cli-
mate-altering greenhouse gas emissions. Our research 
shows that building more transit- and pedestrian-friendly 
cities could substantially reduce transportation pollution, 
and we’ve campaigned for these solutions for decades.

In 2018, you helped cities across the country choose less pol-
luting ways to move their citizens around. Governments at 
all levels announced unprecedented investments:

•	 	The federal government announced an astounding 
$25-billion investment to modernize transportation net-
works in Canada’s major cities.

•	 	The federal and B.C. governments agreed to a historic 
$4.1-billion, 10-year transportation infrastructure plan.

•	 	B.C. became the first North American jurisdiction to 
commit to 100 per cent electric vehicles by 2040, includ-
ing making them more affordable.

•	 	Quebec announced a new sustainable mobility policy that 
aims to reduce transportation greenhouse gas emissions 
by 50 per cent by 2030.

•	 	Quebec City announced a new transit network.

•	 	Montreal announced its first metro extension in 30 years, 
and began construction of a light rail network that will 
transform transit in the greater Montreal region.

•	 	Toronto approved a 25-year plan prioritizing walking, 
cycling and public transit in the downtown area.

FUELLING THE RENEWABLE ENERGY REVOLUTION
With costs dropping dramatically, renewable energy is 
becoming the best choice for the environment and the  
economy. Canada’s clean-tech sector is already the fastest- 
growing, generating well-paying jobs while curbing climate 
change impacts.

Most people in Canada want renewable energy solutions. 
And your support is mobilizing tens of thousands of people 

to action through our climate program, Charged Up, an 
engaged, countrywide network of renewable energy cham-
pions. In just one year, 40,000 people have joined!

You made it possible for Charged Up to produce and broad-
cast dozens of inspiring renewable energy stories like these 
from communities across the country:

•	 	Grade 6 and 7 students at Regina’s Lakeview School studied 
their province’s solar capacity. They were thrilled to learn 
that Regina has some of the best solar power potential 
in Canada. A field trip to Cowessess First Nation’s solar 
project inspired them. “We should obviously have more 
[solar],” student Nhu said. This is Canada’s solar generation 
— young, wide-eyed and ready to make a difference. Watch 
the full story at davidsuzuki.org/the-solar-generation.

•	 On July 6, 2013, a freight train carrying crude oil derailed and 
exploded, killing 47 people in Lac-Mégantic, Quebec. A few 
kilometres north, La Coop éolienne du Granit wind farm has 
emerged from the ashes as a symbol of hope. The surround-
ing 16 municipalities collect close to $1 million a year selling 
clean energy to Hydro-Québec. It’s the most profitable com-
munity co-owned wind farm project in Eastern Canada.

Mobilizing renewable energy champions from coast to coast 
to coast is making a difference!

•	 	Montreal and Regina committed to achieving 100 per 
cent renewable energy by 2050.

•	 	In February, the federal government passed legislation to 
power past coal and published terms of reference for its 
Task Force on Just Transition for Canadian Coal-Power 
Workers and Communities.

•	 	In August, the Federal Court of Appeal struck down the 
government’s approval of the Trans Mountain pipeline 
expansion — a major victory for First Nations and endan-
gered Salish Sea orcas.

Real, workable solutions such as these can help avert  
climate chaos.
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2018 WINS

BIODIVERSITY
“Together, all species make up one immense web of 
interconnections that binds all beings to each other 

and to the physical components of the planet.”  
DAVID SUZUKI

THE NEXT GENERATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS
Since 2017, we’ve awarded annual fellowships to three leading Canadian scholars — the next generation of climate leaders 
— to help them tackle complex environmental problems and inspire change. Chosen fellows embody David Suzuki’s research 
excellence and his ability to motivate people to make a difference through effective communication.

In 2018, with your support, we welcomed:

NICOLE DAVIES is investigating 
regionally and traditionally informed 
Indigenous sustenance systems and 
their effect on emissions, waste and con-
ditions contributing to climate change.

MAXIME FORTIN FAUBERT is looking 
into improving Montreal ’s climate 
change resilience by turning contami-
nated and paved-over “heat island” areas 
into cooling green spaces.

TARA MAHONEY is interested in new, 
experimental climate change communi-
cations strategies and practices that will 
help excite and engage young people, 
particularly millennials.

Now an assistant professor at the 
University of Regina, BRETT DOLTER 
is exploring scenarios for decarbon-
izing Canada’s electricity sector. He’s 
also helping Blue Dot campaigners pro-
mote Regina’s 100 per cent renewable 
energy target.

MELINA LABOUCAN-MASSIMO’s Little 
Buffalo energy plan includes home and 
community audits, efficiency upgrades 
and renewable options. She’s also host-
ing APTN’s Power to the People series 
on renewable energy, food security and 
eco-housing. 

JÉRÔME LAVIOLETTE is studying the 
psychological and social factors of 
car dependency and developing tools 
to help Quebec communities reduce 
it. He helped create LocoMotion, a 
neighbourhood-based project for car 
and bike sharing.

FIRST FELLOWS TAKE FLIGHT

NATURE, THE BEST DEFENCE
Trees and green plants absorb carbon and clean the air. 
Forests and wetlands filter water and prevent flooding. 
These “natural assets” are also more flexible, cost-effective 
and easier to manage than built infrastructure —  
especially under intensifying climate conditions.

Thanks to you, we’re working with 11 Canadian municipal-
ities to show that managing their natural assets can help 
lower their costs while boosting their citizens’ health and 
well-being.

In 2015, we launched a pilot in the small town of Gibsons, 
B.C. It became the first municipality in North America to 
give natural assets the same consideration as traditional 
capital assets!

Now, the Public Sector Accounting Board is reviewing two 
documents that could open the door for natural assets to be 
taken into account across Canada — a significant change to 
the way we recognize and count the benefits of nature.

Our eco assets project’s straightforward approach makes 
it transferable to any location, so more and more Canadian 
communities can get on board.

To further promote natural assets, in November we 
co-hosted a sold-out scientific summit on natural infra-
structure and phytotechnology in Montreal. We launched 
four studies on how to use plants to mitigate climate 
impacts, including the environmental benefits of mowing 
lawns and public parks less often. And we’re pushing for 
Montreal to invest $370 million in natural infrastructure.
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STANDING UP FOR OCEANS
The ocean is Earth’s largest life-support system. It reg-
ulates climate, produces oxygen and provides food and 
livelihoods for billions of people.

Because of you, we’re able to advocate for sustainable use and 
evidence-based protections from coast to coast to coast, help-
ing fragile marine species and ocean environments recover  
and thrive.

We’re holding the federal government to its international 
commitment to protect 10 per cent of Canada’s ocean envi-
ronment by 2020 — and it’s working. In 2018:

•	 Canada met its short-term goal to increase ocean protec-
tion to five per cent.

•	 	Protection boundaries were set for the Scott Islands off 
Vancouver Island’s north coast — the first marine area 
considered for protection under the Canada Wildlife Act. 
It’s home to half the world’s Cassin’s auklets (small, blue-
footed seabirds).

•	 The governments of Quebec and Canada created Banc-
des-Américains, a 1,000-square-kilometre marine pro-
tected area in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, east of the Gaspé 
Peninsula.

SAVING SALISH SEA ORCAS

Salish Sea orcas, one of Canada’s most endangered marine 
mammals, are teetering toward possible extinction. Two 

of the main ways we can help them is to protect their feed-
ing areas and rebuild populations of chinook salmon, their 
favoured prey.

In 2018, we called for an emergency order under the Species 
at Risk Act to save the stricken whales. An emergency order 
is the best way for government to cut through red tape 
and take swift action. We also created a map for decision- 
makers to use to create orca-feeding refuge areas.

Thanks to your support, we provided tools that let people 
have their say:

•	 	More than 12,400 people used our web platform to write 
government in support of the emergency order.

•	 115 used our click-to-call tool to speak directly to the min-
ister of fisheries, oceans and the Canadian coast guard.

•	 	About 3,500 people have signed our online pledge to pro-
tect the orcas.

In September, we went to court to enforce the requirement 
that the fisheries and environment ministers recommend 
emergency protections for the orcas. 

This resulted in the first-ever timeline for concrete actions from 
the federal government: A commitment to supporting areas 
where orcas feed, including requiring boats to slow down 
when they’re near whales and strengthening chinook stocks 
by reducing the number sports fishers can take to one per per-
son per day (from the previous two per person per day).

CARING ABOUT CARIBOU
Caribou, beloved across Canada, need 
two-thirds of their habitat undis-
turbed by human development if 
they’re going to survive and thrive. 
Boreal caribou are listed as threat-
ened federally and in some prov-
inces, but because their habitat is 
unprotected in most of the country, 
three-quarters of herds are in trouble.

Caribou need bold action. With your 
support, we’ve researched and pro-
moted strategies to protect them for 
the past 13 years. Their situation is 
increasingly critical.

This year, along with our partners, 
we submitted a petition urging 
Environment Minister Catherine 
McKenna to recommend a Species at 
Risk Act safety net order for herds in 
Alberta and Ontario. This would allow 

the federal government to extend hab-
itat protection to where it’s not effec-
tively protected. We’ve also called for a 
judicial review.

Since one of the best things to do to 
ensure caribou health in the face of 
industrial disturbance in their habitat 
is to listen to the Indigenous people 
who’ve shared the forests with them for 
thousands of years, we’re also supporting 
communities that are taking the lead on 
establishing and governing Indigenous 
Protected and Conserved Areas.

Thanks to you, we’re travelling to 
remote communities to hear first-hand 
stories about challenges and pathways 
to support caribou recovery and con-
necting federal and provincial gov-
ernments with First Nations to create 
regulations that work.

BANNING BEE-KILLING 
PESTICIDES
Bees help pollinate one-third of the world’s crops and 
90 per cent of all wild plants. Neonicotinoid pesticides 
(neonics) have played a role in mass bee deaths and harm 
other beneficial species, including aquatic insects, earth-
worms and common birds.

Thanks to you, we’ve partnered with other organizations, 
sending a clear message to government. Since 2013, nearly 
half a million people have sent letters and signed petitions 
asking for an expedited neonics ban.

Government finally listened. After more than half a 
decade, Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency has 
at last proposed to phase out most uses of the three main 
neonicotinoid pesticides: imidacloprid, clothianidin and 
thiamethoxam.

With your support, we’re continuing to push the govern-
ment for an even faster, more responsible timeline and more 
rigorous reviews of toxic pesticides in Canada.
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2018 WINS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
RIGHTS

“Each person, group or organization working 
towards a different world may seem powerless 
and insignificant, but all of them can add up to  

a force that can become irresistible.”  
DAVID SUZUKI

HIGHWAYS OF HABITAT FOR POLLINATORS
About 90 per cent of flowering plant 
species  depend on pollinators, from 
bees and butterflies to humming-
birds and bats.  We have pollinators 
to thank for one of every three bites 
of food we eat! Sadly, threats such as 
development, pesticides and climate 
change are dramatically reducing pol-
linator diversity and numbers.

The Butterflyway Project is a citizen- 
led movement bringing nature home 
to neighbourhoods th roughout 
Canada. It shows that a small group 
of residents can make a big difference 
for pollinators.

We recruit volunteer Butterf lyway 
Rangers in each community and give 
them a mission: to plant networks of 
native wildflowers in gardens, balco-
nies, schoolyards, streets and parks to 
give local pollinators such as bees and 
butterflies places to feed and shelter. 
To establish a Butterflyway, Rangers 
must plant at least a dozen pollinator 
patches in their neighbourhood.

In 2018, we recruited and trained 192 
volunteer Butterflyway Rangers across 
the country. They created wildflower- 
filled Butterf lyways in Montreal, 
Scarborough, Markham, Toronto, 
the District of North Vancouver 

and Richmond — including more 
than a dozen canoe gardens and two 
Butterflyway Lanes.

We grew the number of munici-
palities signing on to the Mayors’ 
Monarch Pledge to almost 70 in 
Quebec and Ontario. Some 40 schools 
planted butterfly gardens. Thousands 
of people made donations to pur-
chase seeds from our online store, 
planted wildf lowers and learned 
about the benefits of adding native 
plants. We also conducted a citizen 
science project with the University of 
Scarborough, to identify wild bees in 
the Greater Toronto Area.
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PROTECTING THE PEOPLE AND PLACES YOU LOVE
The right to live in a healthy environment is recognized in 
law by more than 150 nations — but not Canada. It’s been 
shown that countries recognizing environmental rights 
experience better environmental outcomes.

More than 90 per cent of people in Canada believe we should 
have the legal right to a healthy environment. Most are sur-
prised to find out we don’t! MPs of all stripes have expressed 
support for the concept in the past.

Since launching the Blue Dot movement for environmental 
rights in 2014, more than 111,000 people have joined and 173 
communities — representing nearly half of Canada’s population! 
— have passed environmental rights declarations.

When the federal government recommended updating 
the Canadian Environmental Protection Act to recognize, 
respect and fulfil every person’s right to a healthy environ-
ment, you helped mobilize public support for the change, 
including more than 23,000 messages, 250 phone calls and 

800 tweets to members of Parliament. In June, an e-petition 
started by a Blue Dot volunteer attracted more than 10,000 
signatures and was read aloud in the House of Commons.

Government decided not to fix the act during its current 
mandate, so with your support, we mobilized hundreds of 
volunteers to set their sights on the October 2019 federal 
election.

We’ve invited all MPs and candidates to sign a pledge that 
says, “I will support the recognition in law of the right to a 
healthy environment for all people in Canada.” By securing 
a solid base of political support, we can ensure that environ-
mental rights form part of the next government’s mandate.

With your support, almost 300 volunteers across Canada 
are leading efforts in their local ridings, holding strategy 
meetings, participating in trainings and securing face-to-
face meetings with MPs — 72 of whom are already on board, 
from all major political parties.

TURNING UP THE PRESSURE 
FOR SAFE WATER

“Water is life. We all have the right to safe 
water for drinking, cooking and bathing. 
Reconciliation means many things, but access 
to clean water is an absolute requisite.”   
DAVID SUZUKI

As of January 23, 2018, there were 91 long-term drinking 
water advisories affecting First Nations communities on 
public systems. Adding short-term advisories brings the 
number to 147, as of October 31, 2017.

The federal government promised to end all long-term 
drinking water advisories in First Nations communities by 
2021. Yet thousands of people in First Nations communities 
in Canada continue to live without access to clean drinking 
water. Over the past two years, it lifted 32 advisories but 
added 22 new ones.

You helped us produce the report Reconciling Promises and 
Reality: Clean Drinking Water for First Nations, which finds 
government failing on eight of 14 indicators. It also features 
stories of communities taking leadership to resolve their 
drinking water crises that could inspire others.

The report encourages government to adopt these approaches:

•	 	Investing in First Nations–led approaches to resolving 
drinking water advisories.

•	 	Speeding up system upgrades, including funding for 
operations and maintenance.

•	 	Developing legislation and regulations with First Nations 
as equal partners.

More than 7,000 people used our web platform to send mes-
sages to decision-makers demanding access to clean water 
for everyone in Canada.

FINANCIALS
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DONORS
Thank you for your generosity. This list includes donors who contributed $5,000 or 
more between September 1, 2017 and August 31, 2018.

$100,000+
Anonymous (2)

Claudine and Stephen 
Bronfman Family Foundation

Estate of Jose (Joseph) H. Vega

Estate of Philip John Kuys

Glen R. Estill

Hummingbird Foundation

Metcalf Foundation

Mouvement des 
caisses Desjardins

North Growth Foundation

Sitka Foundation

Smart Prosperity Institute

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

Trottier Family Foundation

$25,000-$99,999
Brigette Chang-Addorisio

Cascades Canada ULC

Chan Family Foundation

Estate of Helen Godwin Morres

Estate of Jo-Anne 
Thornthwaite

FishChoice Inc.

Fondation ÉCHO

Gencon Foundation

Global Greengrants Fund

Modo Yoga (Formerly 
Moksha Yoga)

Nature’s Way of 
Canada Limited

Oceans 5

Real Estate Foundation 
of British Columbia

Stingray Digital Group Inc.

Tides Canada Initiatives - MaPP 

Stakeholder Support Project

West Coast Environmental 
Law Research Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (5)

Banque Nationale du Canada

BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.

Boo Byrom

Canada’s Walk of Fame

Crux Capital Corporation

Daniel Assouline

Davies Ward Phillips 
and Vineberg LLP

Elizabeth and Rudy Kerklaan

EnergyGeeks Corporation

Estate of Anne Stephani

Estate of Donna Patricia 
Querengesser

Estate of Hilda Pezarro

Estate of Jack Charles Hallam

Floyd and Nancy 
Reynolds Fund

Friends of the Greenbelt 
Foundation

Gordon M. Lightfoot

J. W. McConnell Family 
Foundation

Jef frey and Geraldine Hart

Jelena and Russell Kling

La Fondation communau-
taire juive de Montréal

Leonard Schein and 
Barbara Small

Les Fermes Lufa Inc.

Lush Fresh Handmade 
Cosmetics

Mark and Jenny Guibert

 

Mark Cohen

MLA Holdings Inc.

Nature’s Path Foods Inc.

New Roots Herbal Inc.

ORT Montréal

Paddy Wales

Renewal Partners

Reppa Flags and Souvenirs

Sally Quinn

Stephen Bronfman and 
Claudine Bronfman

Succession de Jacques Corbin

TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation

The Bennett Family Foundation

Traf fic Tech Inc.

United Way of Greater Toronto

Vancouver Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (4)

Abe and Ruth Feigelson 
Foundation

Alex Smith

Andrew Best MD Inc.

Anne Gorsuch and Harold Siden

AVESTIN Inc.

Bodwell Academy Society

BurlingtonGreen 
Association Inc.

Caroline J. Robertson

Cynthia Adelson

Doug Buchanan and 
Marion Lefebvre

Dr. Gregory H. Moore

Eagle of the Dawn Artist Ltd

Ecojustice Canada Society

Ellen and Donald Reid

Environnement Électronique

Estate of Elizabeth 
Mary Kwan San-Tao

Estate of Ellen Adams

Fasken Martineau DuMoulin

Firelight Research Inc.

Genuine Health Inc.

Geof frey Fridd

Green Sanderson 
Family Foundation

Harley Rothstein and 
Eleanor Boyle

Innergex énergie 
renouvelable inc.

Joe Vipond and Erin Grier

Joseph Glaab

JUMANA BOARDS Inc.

KPMG

La Maison Simons

La Presse

Lynn and Andy Nulman

Margaret Benson

Margot Young

Marna Disbrow

MTL Grandé Caméra

Norman Rusywich

Patricia Turk

Rise People Inc

Scott Snider

Sutherland Foundation Inc.

Ted Grimwood

The Chawkers Foundation

Thomas Lawson

Toronto Community Foundation

Vancity

Veronica Swan

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK
Many sources, including tens of thousands of small, individual donations, power our 
work. This wide range of support allows us to be fully independent.

Year ended August 31, 2018,  
with comparative figures for 2017

2018 2017

Revenue $10,519,038 $9,706,208

Expenses $10,480,499 $9,802,099

Gains on endowment fund 
investments

$748,900 $641,032

Excess of revenue over  
expenses

$787,439 $545,141

Environmental programs

Fundraising and donor stewardship

Administration

5%

18%

77%
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HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR DONATIONS OR THE PROGRAMS YOU SUPPORT?  
WE’RE HERE TO HELP.

1-800-453-1533 ext. 1500
communitygiving@davidsuzuki.org

219-2211 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, V6K 4S2

davidsuzuki.org
Canadian charitable number: BN 127756716RR0001 
US charitable number: 94-3204049

THANK YOU


