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COVID-19 SHORT AND MID-TERM ECONOMIC RECOVERY PACKAGE 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BOOST EMPLOYMENT WHILE 

ACCELERATING ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION 

CONTEXT 

The COVID-19 pandemic presents unprecedented health and economic challenges for Canada. The 

David Suzuki Foundation recognizes that the federal government' s immediate priorities must be 

to limit the virus's spread, and to strengthen critical health care systems and emergency 

assistance to businesses that are faltering and workers who have Lost jobs. But we must not lose 

sight of the reality that once the pandemic is controlled and economic recovery is underway, we will 

continue to face the challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss. While many sectors 

require assistance, we're asking you to ensure that stimulus funds made available in response to 

this economic crisis guard against capacity loss in clean and renewable technologies and allow us 

to rebuild better and leave businesses and communities more economically, environmentally and 

socially resilient in the face of a longer-term emergency: climate change. 

Stimulus funding in support of Canadian businesses must be aligned with Canada's climate 

objectives and favour a sustainable future. This is not the time to prop up unsustainable practices, 

relax regulatory requirements or promote outdated business models that are incompatible 

with meeting our climate and biodiversity targets. 

PATH TO A LOW-CARBON, RESILIENT FUTURE 

This economic crisis presents a unique opportunity to reorient our economy toward a low

carbon, resilient future. We don't have to choose between recovery and the environment. We can 

get both faster by making smart decisions now. 

The David Suzuki Foundation's short and mid-term recommendations and ideas are aligned with 

the PanCanadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change, can be channelled 

through federal programs and will position Canada well to exceed current 2030 emissions 

targets and meet biodiversity goals, and achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. They 

identify opportunities to create many new jobs, in the most cost-effective way, in industries 

that are already on paths to reduce their environmental footprints or spearheading 

innovation in the clean-tech sector. Environmentally beneficial projects that fit the federal 

government' s direction are ready to go or could soon be scaled up throughout the country. 



Canada has experience in assisting industry in times of severe financial challenges. We can learn 

from past successes and failures. The auto-industry bailout was costly for Canadian taxpayers and 

did Little to secure long-term, well-paying jobs or to position the industry for longer-term challenges. 

A more successful model is the Pulp and Paper Green Transformation Program that operated from 

2008 to 2012. lt addressed the public interest and improved the financial viability of the pulp and 

paper industry by supporting quantifiable environmental and energy improvements while improving 

the sector's economic viability in the face of capital financing challenges and stiff international 

competition.
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These cases show that federal support should be contingent on helping businesses 

adapt to emerging structural changes and the imperatives of the net-zero-carbon future. 

As the International Energy Agency has observed, the recent precipitous oil price drop creates an 

opportunity. Rather than expanding fossil fuel subsides in a costly endeavour to protect businesses 

and jobs that depend on an outdated business model and high international oil prices that are 

unlikely to return, it' s time to complete the phase-out of fossil fuels subsidies and to invest 

vigorously in clean energy, energy efficiency, electrification, biofuels, decommissioning and cleanup 

of orphan wells and mine sites, and retraining workers. 

ln this context of falling energy prices, we strongly urge government to stay the course on carbon 

pricing - do not defer or decrease. Policy consistency will ensure carbon-emission reductions are 

delivered cost-effectively, and in a way that protects families through returned revenue and 

incentivizes behavioural changes and innovation. 

AREAS OF INTERVENTION 

We have identified 8 areas with a high potential for creating local economic opportunities and jobs. 

When relevant. we also identify some of the existing government programs or funding mechanisms 

that may prove suitable for disbursing federal stimulus funding in a cost-effective manner while 

supporting climate commitments. Climate-friendly economic stimulus can also be channelled to 

local governments through increased allocations for the Federation of Canadian Municipalities' 

Green Municipal Fund and Municipalities for Climate Innovation program. 

1. SUPPORT RETROFITS, ENERGY EFFICIENCY

ln accordance with Clean Energy Canada, we propose a deep, nationwide retrofit stimulus program 

to increase public, commercial and residential retrofit rates. 

WHAT: Cost-shared deep retrofits of public, commercial and residential buildings. 

WHY: At the public and commercial Level. this creates jobs immediately and de-risks private sector 

capital at a time of reduced confidence, while building knowledge of the energy efficiency investment 

opportunity to promote economic recovery. At the residential Level. new approaches to logistics, 

marketing, manufacturing and financing are needed to expand residential retrofits and minimize 

inconvenience, disruption and risk to homeowners. 

1 https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/evaluation/reports/2013/15390 
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